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SUBJECT: WEEKLY ECONOMIC SITUATION REPORT, MAY 15-21, 1974 

1. THE USAID COST-OF-LIVING INDEX MOVED UP 1.1 PERCENT DURING 

THE WEEK REFLECTING SEASONAL INCREASES IN SOME GARDEN PRODUCE. 
FOREIGN EXCHANGE SALES WERE HEAVY ($1.2 MILLION) AND INCLUDED 
$188,000 FOR POL AND $191,000 FOR ELECTRICITE DU LAOS DEBT 
SERVICE. 

2. IN A NEWSPAPER INTERVIEW DR. SOMPHOU OUDOMVILAY. DEPUTY 
MINISTER OF NATIONAL ECONOMY, SAID THAT SOTH PHETRASY INTENDS TO 
FILL VACANCIES IN THE MINISTRY WITH LPF PERSONNEL, BUT THAT 
INCUMBENTS WILL NOT BE REMOVED. SOTH IS CURRENTLY SEEKING A 
REPLACEMENT FOR THE DIRECTOR OF COMMERCE WHO HAS BECOME A MEMBER 
OF THE NATIONAL POLITICAL COUNCIL. FURTHER, SOMPHOU INDICATED 

THE NEXT 5 YEAR PLAN (PLAN CADRE) 1975-1980 IS AWAITING INPUTS 
DRAT. TNG WITH DEVELOPMENT IN THE LPF ZONE PRIOR TO BEING 
SUBMITTED FOR APPROVAL. COMMENT: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE HAS 
AUTHORITY TO REGULATE PRICES OF IMPORTED ITEMS, TO GIVE EXPORT 
PERMITS AND TO ASSIGN OFFICIAL VALUATIONS TO EXPORTS. A DIRECTOR 
FOLLOWING LPF POLICY OF GAINING GREATEST NATIONAL BENEFIT FROM 
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LAO NATURAL RESOURCES COULD IMPACT UPON CURRENT METHOD OF 
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EXPORTATION OF TIN AND LUMBER. 

3. JAPANESE AGRICULTURE MACHINERY PROVIDED UNDER QUOTE KENNEDY 
ROUND UNQUOTE AGREEMENT VALUED AT $500,000 WAS TURNED OVER TO 
RLG AGENCY FOR DEVELOPMENT OF THE VIENTIANE PLAIN IN A CEREMONY 
AT BAN THA NGONE ATTENDED BY JAPANESE AMBASSADOR AND SOTH 
PHETRASY. NEWSPAPERS COMMENTED IT WAS FIRST TIME LPF OFFICIAL 
VENTURED PAST THE 15 KM NEUTRAL AREA BOUNDARY. 

4. DECONTROL FOLLOWING 5/22/75. 

WHITEHOUSE 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ECONOMIC CONDITIONS, ECONOMIC REPORTS, RETAIL PRICE INDEXES, FOREIGN EXCHANGE RATES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 22 MAY 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GarlanWA 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974VIENTI04089 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7401 27-0885 
From: VIENTIANE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740525/aaaaavtk.tel 

Line Count: 72 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GarlanWA 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 07 AUG 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <07-Aug-2002 by worrelsw>; APPROVED <28 FEB 2003 by GarlanWA> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: WEEKLY ECONOMIC SITUATION REPORT, MAY 15-21, 1974 
TAGS: ECON, EIND, ETRD, LA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




